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The Arts Commission
Founded in 1959

Who We Are
The Arts Commission is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization founded in 1959 to foster 
Toledoʼs heritage in the arts. The organization is the longest-standing arts 
commission in the state of Ohio, serving youth, artists, arts organizations, and the 
general public. Since 1977, The Arts Commission has managed the City of Toledoʼs 
One Percent for Art program, the first in the state of Ohio and among the first in the 
nation, and maintains Toledoʼs impressive collection of public art.
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Feel 
confident
We want you to feel 
confident when 
applying for 
opportunities

Prepare for our 
applications
Prepare artists in our 
community for our 
application process

Other 
opportunities
Prepare artists for other grant 
applications, residencies, 
performances, etc. outside of 
The Arts Commission.

Common 
application items
● Artist Statement
● CV/Resume
● Budgets
● Work Documentation

Grant Application Workshop: Artist CV/Resumes + Bios

Why a grant application series?
The Arts Commission



Accelerator Round 2

Open: July 727th at 1159 pm

Artomatic 419

Apply soon! Space is already filling 
up! 

Open until: August 1st

Art Loop

Saturday, July 26 • 124 pm

Adams Street between 14th & 16th 
Streets
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Hereʼs what we have going on over the summer



Eisha Hearn
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Eisha Hearn
Workshop Facilitator

• Eisha Hearn is Manager of the Computers & Media Dept. at 
the Toledo Lucas County Public Library Downtown).

• With over 20 years of library experience spanning leadership 
roles within Youth Services, Bookmobile Services and Digital 
Literacy, Eisha believes that libraries are vital to all 
communities; connecting people and resources in ways that 
benefits everyone.
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Bradley Scherzer
Grant Application Workshop: Artist Statements + Grant Narratives

Artist + Art Educator
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Bradley Scherzer
Workshop Facilitator

• Lives in Toledo and currently teaches art at Fremont Ross 
High School in Fremont, Ohio.

• He also creates large-scale murals and art installations. As a 
matter of both profession and ambition, he pursues ways to 
engage youth and the general public in the arts, and 
furthermore engage other artists in art making.

•  He is compelled to combine his art practice with his many 
tangential interests and daily discoveries, the results of which 
are often both novel and familiar. 

Grant Application Workshop: Artist CV/Resumes + Bios



a CV is not a narrative.
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a bio.
a job resume.
a cover letter.
a time to explain.
a place to be creative.



a CV is like if a timeline and
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a reference page had
a baby
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CV vs. Artist Résumé
● Curriculum Vitae CV is latin and means “course of oneʼs life .ˮ

● A CV and an artist résumé are similar in format, but differ in purpose.

○ CV is typically used for academic and employment applications.

○ Artist résumé is used for galleries, exhibitions, residencies, 
grants, and public art proposals.

● But for our purposes, are basically the same thing.

Grant Application Workshop: Artist CV/Resumes + Bios



23

A Master Copy Long CV
● Includes everything relevant to your art career.

○ Avoid padding your CV, but donʼt omit important accomplishments.

● Always keep your CV up to dateDevelop the habit of documenting 
everything:

○ Continuous record-keeping helps preserve information that might 
otherwise be forgotten or lost.

○ List all degrees, not just those in studio art.

○ Exhibitions, grants, lectures, awards, etc.

○ Dates, Locations, Affiliations/Organizations, Exhibition/Publication Titles, 
Work Titles, etc.

○ Keep records (e.g., files, emails, press releases) as proof of your 
achievements.
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Long CV vs. Short CV
● The template represents a “long CVˮ, this can be your “Master Copyˮ meant to 

be a comprehensive and evolving document.

● Good documentation supports applications for grants, residencies, employment, 
promotions, reappointments, tenure, and reviews

● Applications often have formatting requirements, size limitations, or are tailored 
to a specific portion of your CV but not all.

● A long CV allows you to easily create short CVs by selecting relevant items and 
omitting less relevant ones for specific audiences or length requirements. 
Early-career artists may remove certain categories; as your career develops, 
youʼll add new sections or adjust the format.
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CV Formatting Tips 1/2
● Check First. Do they require you to follow their required format? Always submit 

your CV in the required format specified by the application.

● Keep your CV simple—avoid overcomplicating it. They are meant to be boring.

● A strong CV won't make up for weak work, but a poorly designed CV can harm 
your chances, especially in design-related fields.

● CVs are typically 14 pages, often tailored to highlight specific expertise.

● Avoid dramatic layouts; they can hurt more than help.

● Leave plenty of white space to avoid a cluttered look.

● Use simple, legible fonts like Arial, Helvetica, Times New Roman, or Palatino.

○ Avoid decorative or exotic fonts.

○ Use 1012 point font size, adjusting based on readability.
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CV Formatting Tips 2/2
● Avoid colored paper, colored text, headshots, or images.

● List items in reverse chronological order (most recent first) within each section.

• Exceptions:

• Collections or Gallery Affiliations: list entries alphabetically, since 
they often lack dates.

• Education: list degree-granting institutions in reverse chronological 
order first, followed by schools attended without earning a degree.

● Order of categories can be adjusted to emphasize your strengths.

• For example, place Exhibitions before Awards if more relevant.

● Only include categories that apply to your experience—donʼt list empty or 
irrelevant sections.
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Saving & Sending Your CV
• Save your CV in both Word and PDF formats:

• Word / Google Doc: easiest to edit and update.

• PDF: best for submitting or displaying, as formatting stays consistent.

• If no format is specified or youʼre given a choice, always submit a PDF.
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Caution When Preparing 
Your CV
● Donʼt assume reviewers are artists—theyʼre often administrators or academics, 

so your CV must be clear and easy to understand.

● Reviewers may look at hundreds of applications, so prioritize readability and 
visual clarity.

● Always follow submission guidelines (e.g., file format).

● Proofread carefully—grammar, spelling, and neatness matter.

○ Ask others to review your CV for errors or unclear content.
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Local Examples

● Caroline Jardine
● Aaron Pickens
● Dennis Wojtkiewicz
● Leslie Adams
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https://www.carolinejardine.com/about
https://www.aaronpickens.com/cv
https://www.wojtkiewiczart.com/pagecv
https://www.leslieadams.com/artist
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TEMPLATE                &                    INSTRUCTIONS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dqhxk60mAlEdz2k_-XgZpKXPXNkHabvv2UThsQ8-u7k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16N5NDz_oS_X04JsGfiTLa2pD-2LMBKjkLEj495pbTMM/edit?usp=sharing
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Juried Art Fair, Craft Show, 
Maker Market.
● Only include things where you were chosen from a larger pool of applicants

○ If it was open to anyone and not an application process, do not list it.
○ If they juried the show and gave awards to vendors, list it
○ If you won an award, list it  in the Awards section

● If this is a large list, make a separate category
○ Otherwise, you can potentially list it under exhibitions

● Example:

2024 Juried Craft Fair, Makerʼs Mart, Handmade Toledo, Toledo, OH
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Poet?
● Same Deal / Different Categories

○ Publications Books, Anthologies, Journals)

○ Editorial Experience

○ Readings & Presentations

○ Etc.

● Here is an example
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https://lisafaycoutley.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/LFC-CV-for-Web-April-2023.pdf
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Liz Bayan
Artist Subgranting Coordinator

419.254.2787  1018

LBayan@artscommission.com
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Ask questions early!
Artist CV/Resumes + Bios workshop

Lindsay Glass
Engagement + Capacity Building Director

419.254.2787  1019

LGlass@artscommission.com


